
2025 Agricultural water workshop 
 
Breakout sheets for scenarios 
 
Applicability and exemptions:  
Does your operation use agricultural water in the growing of covered produce?  
 
 
 
Does the agricultural water meet any of the following exemptions? 

• No detectable generic E. coli per 100mL 
• Public water supply 
• Water is treated  

 
 
 
Is an agricultural water assessment needed? 
 
 
 
Water Source:  
What is the source of water (e.g., ground, surface)? 
 
 
 
To what extent is this water source under your control? 
 
 
 
 
Is there an open or closed distribution system? 
 
 
 
 
Describe the degree of protection of this water source from known or reasonably 
foreseeable hazards.  
 
 
 
 
Based on this information, do you consider this water source of distribution system a 
potential source of known or reasonably foreseeable hazards? Explain 
 



 
 
 
 
Animal Impact and Activities  
Are there any animal impacts or activities associated with your farm or with adjacent and 
nearby lands? Where do animals associated with this activity have access to? 
 
 
 
Are there any potential attractants and habitats present that might draw animals 
associated to your agricultural water sources? 
 
 
 
 
Based on this information, do you consider this animal activity a potential source of known 
or reasonably foreseeable hazards? Explain. 
 
 
 
Biological Soil Amendments of Animal Origin   
Are there biological soil amendments of animal origin (BSAAOs) associated with your farm 
or with adjacent and nearby lands that may serve as a source of known or reasonably 
foreseeable hazards to your agricultural water sources or distribution systems? 
 
 
 
Are BSAAOs treated and applied in accordance with the produce safety regulation (such as 
where you or adjacent or nearby lands are covered farms subject to the produce safety 
regulation) or any other Federal, State, or international regulations, commendations, or 
guidelines for soil amendments? 
 
 
 
 
Based on this information, do you consider this BSAAO potential source of known or 
reasonably foreseeable hazards? Explain. 
 
 
Human Waste  
Are there systems or structures for collecting or disposing of human waste on your farm or 
nearby lands that could pose a hazard to your preharvest water systems? If so, describe the 
system for the collection and/or disposal of human waste. 



 
  
 
 
Based on this information, do you consider this human waste a potential source of known 
or reasonably foreseeable hazards? Explain. 
 
 
 
 
Other Adjacent Land and Water Uses 
Are there any other potential sources of known or reasonably foreseeable hazards not 
related to animal activity, BSAAOs, or untreated or improperly treated human waste on 
adjacent or nearby land  
 
 
 
 
 
Crop Characteristics  
Is your crop vulnerable to contamination from…. (explain) 

• crops are grown near the ground and/or in close proximity to pooled water 
 
 

• susceptible to surface adhesion of bacteria  
 
 
 

• susceptible internalization  
 
 
Has your crop been historically associated with an outbreak where preharvest water was 
implicated or suspected as a factor?  

 
 
 
 
Agricultural Water Use Practices 
Identify any direct water application methods that are used. 
 
 
 
 
 



Describe the interval between the last time agricultural water is applied to the covered 
produce and the date of harvest. 
  
 
Based on this information, do you consider use practices as a potential source of known or 
reasonably foreseeable hazards? Explain. 
 
 
 
 
Environment conditions: 
Are there environmental conditions that are reasonably likely to introduce known or 
reasonably foreseeable hazards into your pre-harvest agricultural water systems? 
 
 
 
 
Are there environmental conditions (e.g., temperatures or UV exposure) that have the 
potential to impact microbial survival on covered produce or in pre-harvest agricultural 
water systems? Describe these environmental conditions and their anticipated effect on 
covered produce or agricultural water sources 
 
 
 
 
Other Relevant Factors  
Are there any other factors relevant to your agricultural water assessment? 
 
 
Water testing results? 
 
 
 
Postharvest reduction step?  
 
 
 
 
 
Outcomes  
Based on your AgWA is… 
 

• Your agricultural water is not safe or not of adequate sanitary quality for intended 
use(s)  



• There is one or more known or reasonably foreseeable hazards related to animal 
activity, BSAAOs, or untreated or improperly treated human waste on adjacent or 
nearby land for which mitigation is reasonably necessary 

• there is one or more known or reasonably foreseeable hazards not related to animal 
activity, BSAAOs, or untreated or improperly treated human waste on adjacent or 
nearby land, for which mitigation is reasonably necessary 

• there are not any known or reasonably foreseeable hazards for which mitigation is 
reasonably necessary 

 
Based on your assessment outcome are corrective actions or mitigation measures 
needed? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What actions do you plan to take?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What documentation do you need to support these actions? 
 
 
 
 
What additional information would you liked to have had? 


