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Produce Farm Inspections

• On-farm during harvest

• Farm walk-through:

o Workers: health, hygiene, & training

o Soil amendments

o Wildlife, domesticated animals, & land use

o Agricultural water

o Buildings, toilet & handwashing facilities

o Postharvest handling

o Cleaning & sanitizing

• Records review

• Exit interview to discuss observations
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https://agr.wa.gov/departments/food-safety/produce-safety/produce-inspections 
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Important Dates
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Business Size

Compliance Dates 

for All Non-Sprout 

Covered Produce

Agricultural Water

Pre-harvest
Harvest, 

Postharvest

All other businesses 

(>$500K)
1/26/2018 4/7/2025 1/26/2023

Small businesses

(>$250K-500K)
1/28/2019 4/6/2026 1/26/2024

Very small 

businesses

(>$25K-250K)

1/27/2020 4/5/2027 1/26/2025

Compliance Dates Enforcement Dates
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• Pre-harvest (Production) Water
• Water used in contact with produce during growth

• Irrigation, fertigation, foliar sprays, frost protection

• Postharvest Water
• Water used during or after harvest 

• Water contacting food contact surfaces, including hands

Agricultural Water
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Think About Your Orchard
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Why We’re Here Today

https://www.fda.gov/food/food-safety-modernization-act-fsma/fsma-final-rule-pre-harvest-agricultural-water


§112.40 What requirements of this subpart apply to my covered farm?

If you use agricultural water 

for this covered activity

Then you must meet these requirements If applicable, you also must meet 

these requirements

(a) Growing covered produce 

(other than sprouts)

§ 112.41 (quality standard) § 112.45 (measures)

§ 112.42 (inspections and 

maintenance)

§ 112.46 (treatment)

§ 112.43 (agricultural water 

assessment)

§ 112.47 (who may test)

§ 112.50 (records) § 112.151 (test methods)

(c) Harvesting, packing, or 

holding covered produce

§ 112.41 (quality standard) § 112.44(b) (testing untreated 

ground water)

§ 112.42 (inspections and 

maintenance)

§ 112.45 (measures)

§ 112.44(a) (microbial quality criterion) § 112.46 (treatment)

§ 112.44(d) (additional management 

and monitoring)

§ 112.47 (who may test)

§ 112.50 (records) § 112.151 (test methods)



§ 112.41 What requirements apply to the quality of my agricultural 
water?

• All agricultural water must be safe and of adequate sanitary quality for its 

intended use.
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Image source: kxp13 on pixabay.com

https://pixabay.com/photos/river-columbia-river-washington-3333691/
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§ 112.42 What requirements apply to inspecting and maintaining my 
agricultural water systems?

• From the Glossary: Agricultural water system means a source of 

agricultural water, the water distribution system, any building or structure 

that is part of the water distribution system (such as a well house, pump 

station, or shed), and any equipment used for application of agricultural 

water to covered produce during growing, harvesting, packing, or holding 

activities.
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Annual Inspection of Your Agricultural Water Systems

§ 112.42(a) requires that at the beginning of a growing season, as appropriate 

but at least once annually, you must inspect all of your agricultural water 

systems, to the extent they are under your control, to identify any conditions that 

are reasonable likely to introduce known or reasonably foreseeable hazards into 

or onto covered produce or food contact surfaces, including considerations of:

(1) The nature of each agricultural water source (e.g., ground, surface water).

(2) The extent of your control over each water source.

(3) The degree of protection of each water source.

(4) Use of adjacent and nearby land.

(5) The likelihood of introduction of food safety hazards to agricultural water 

by another user before it reaches the farm.
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Annual Inspection of Your Agricultural Water Systems – Record 

•§112.50(b)(1) You must establish and keep records of the findings of 

inspections of your agricultural water systems
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Example record from PSA’s fact sheet, 

Records Required by the FSMA 

Produce Safety Rule



Maintenance of Your Agricultural Water Systems

§ 112.42(b) requires that you maintain all of your agricultural water systems, to 

the extent they are under your control, as necessary and appropriate to prevent 

the systems from being a source of contamination, including:

(1) Regularly monitor each system to identify conditions reasonably likely to 

introduce reasonably foreseeable hazards.

(2) Correct any deficiencies (such as control to cross-connections and repairs 

to well caps).

(3) Properly store equipment and keep the source and distribution system free 

of debris, trash, domesticated animals, and other sources of contamination.

(4) As necessary, implement measures necessary to reduce the potential for 

contamination with pooled water.
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§ 112.43 What requirements apply to assessing agricultural water used 
in growing covered produce (other than sprouts)?

• This is the biggest change to Subpart E

• From the Glossary: Agricultural water assessment means an evaluation of an 
agricultural water system, agricultural water practices, crop characteristics, 
environmental conditions, and other relevant factors (including test results, 
where appropriate) related to growing activities for covered produce (other than 
sprouts) to:

(1) Identify any condition(s) that are reasonably likely to introduce known or 
reasonably foreseeable hazards into or onto covered produce or food contact 
surfaces; and

(2) Determine whether measures are reasonably necessary to reduce the 
potential for contamination of covered produce or food contact surfaces with 
such known or reasonably foreseeable hazards.
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Annual Agricultural Water Assessment – Record 

•§112.50(b)(2) You must establish and keep records of your written 

agricultural water assessments, including descriptions of factors 

evaluated and written determinations.

• If you test your pre-harvest agricultural water as part of your assessments, 

you are required to maintain certain documentation related to your test 

results and procedures. 

•Supervisors are required to review the written pre-harvest agricultural 

water assessments and the determinations made based on the outcomes 

of the assessments.
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§ 112.43(b) Exemptions

•You do NOT need to prepare a written agricultural water assessment if:

• The water is the same quality as harvest and postharvest agricultural water: 

• No detectable generic E. coli in 100 mL and meets other postharvest ag water testing 

requirements

• Is not untreated surface water

• The water is received from a public water system or supply with documentation 

(i.e., public system certificates of compliance, public supply generic E. coli 

monitoring results), OR

• The water is treated in accordance with § 112.46.

AND

• It is reasonably likely that the water quality will not change prior to use.
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§ 112.42 and § 112.43 Are Two Separate Requirements!
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§ 112.45 What measures must 
I take for agricultural water to 
reduce the potential for 
contamination of covered 
produce or food contact 
surfaces with known or 
reasonably foreseeable 
hazards?

https://www.fda.gov/media/178219/download

https://www.fda.gov/media/178219/download?attachment
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Corrective or Mitigation Measures - Record

§112.50(b)(7) You must establish and keep records of actions you take in 

accordance with § 112.45
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General reminders from § 112.161, 

records must:

• Be created at the time the 

activity is performed or observed

• Be accurate, legible, and 

indelible

• Be dated, and signed or initialed 

by the person who performed the 

activity



§ 112.46 What requirements apply to treating agricultural water?

(a) Any method you use to treat ag water must be effective to make the 

water safe and of adequate sanitary quality for its intended use

(b) You must deliver any treatment of agricultural water in a manner to 

ensure that the treated water is consistently safe and of adequate sanitary 

quality for its intended use

(c) You must monitor any treatment of agricultural water using an adequate 

method and frequency to ensure that the treated water is consistently safe 

and of adequate sanitary quality for its intended use

(d) Treatment may be conducted by you or by a person or entity acting on 

your behalf.
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Water Treatment – Record 

§112.50(b)(11) You must establish and keep records of the results of water 

treatment monitoring
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Example record from PSA’s fact sheet, 

Records Required by the FSMA 

Produce Safety Rule



§ 112.47 Who must perform the tests required under this subpart?

• Reminder: testing is no longer 

required for pre-harvest water

• Water testing may be a useful 

component of your ag water 

assessment

• Agricultural water samples must be 

aseptically collected and tested 

using one of the equivalent 

testing methods
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https://www.fda.gov/media/178224/download?attachment

https://www.fda.gov/media/178224/download?attachment


Water Testing – Record
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https://resources.producesafetyalliance.

cornell.edu/documents/Documentation-

Requirements-for-Water-Laboratory-

Analysis-Results.pdf

§ 112.44, § 112.50(b)(12), § 112.151

https://resources.producesafetyalliance.cornell.edu/documents/Documentation-Requirements-for-Water-Laboratory-Analysis-Results.pdf


§ 112.50 Under this subpart, what requirements apply regarding 
records?
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§ 112.50, continued
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Subpart E Inspection Summary

30

Ag water source(s), application 
method(s), timing

Ag water systems inspection and 
ag water assessment

Corrective or mitigation measures, 
treatment monitoring

Records



CFisk@agr.wa.gov

Questions?

360-545-2519 agr.wa.gov/producesafety

Connie Fisk, PhD

WSDA Produce Safety Program Manager
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